Legionella: a new millennium bug.
With the expanding elderly and immunocompromised populations and with creation of new ecological niches for the organism, the clinical laboratory scientist can expect to encounter Legionella in the twenty-first century. Inability to detect this pathogen with routine culture and staining techniques presents an ongoing problem. Clinical laboratory scientists need to consider implementation of special culture protocols and urinary antigen procedures. Prompt recognition of Legionella leads to the initiation of effective antimicrobial therapy. This is one area where clinical microbiology can directly affect patient outcome.